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were applicable at the time the fishing
operation was in progress.’’

[41 FR 8352, Feb. 26, 1976. Redesignated at 43
FR 8554, Mar. 2, 1978; and amended at 53 FR
24645, June 29, 1988]

§ 285.86 Removal of import restric-
tions.

Upon a determination by the Assist-
ant Administrator that the conditions
no longer exist which warranted the
imposition of import restrictions in the
finding published pursuant to § 285.84
the Assistant Administrator, with the
approval of the Secretary and the con-
currence of the Secretary of State, will
publish a finding to such effect in the
FEDERAL REGISTER. Effective upon the
date of publication of such finding, the
prior existing import restrictions
against the country designated therein
will terminate: Provided, That for a pe-
riod of 1 year from such date of publi-
cation every shipment of fish in any
form that was subject to the finding
published pursuant to § 285.84 will con-
tinue to be denied entry unless the
shipment is accompanied by a certifi-
cation executed by an authorized offi-
cial of the country of export and au-
thenticated by a consular officer or
consular agent of the United States,
certifying that no portion of the ship-
ment is comprised of fish taken prior
to or during the import restriction.

[41 FR 8352, Feb. 26, 1976. Redesignated at 43
FR 8554, Mar. 2, 1978, and amended at 44 FR
36045, June 20, 1979; 53 FR 24645, June 29, 1988]

§ 285.87 Import restrictions for Belize,
Honduras, and Panama.

(a) Effective August 20, 1997 all ship-
ments of Atlantic bluefin tuna or At-
lantic bluefin tuna products in any
form harvested by a vessel of Honduras
or Belize will be denied entry into the
United States, unless a validated
Bluefin Statistical Document required
under subpart F of this part, §§ 285.200
through 285.205, shows that a particular
shipment of such bluefin tuna was ex-
ported prior to August 20, 1997.

(b) Effective January 1, 1998, all ship-
ments of Atlantic bluefin tuna or At-
lantic bluefin tuna products in any
form harvested by a vessel of Panama
will be denied entry into the United
States, unless a validated Bluefin Sta-
tistical Document required under sub-

part F of this part, §§ 285.200 through
285.205, shows that a particular ship-
ment of such bluefin tuna was exported
prior to January 1, 1998.

[62 FR 44423, Aug. 21, 1997]

Subpart E—International Port
Inspection

SOURCE: 48 FR 53564, Nov. 28, 1983, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 285.100 Basis and purpose.
At its sixth regular meeting, the

International Commission for the Con-
servation of Atlantic Tunas (Commis-
sion) adopted an international port in-
spection scheme to assist in the en-
forcement of the Commission’s rec-
ommendations. The following regula-
tions have been adopted by the United
States to implement the port inspec-
tion scheme.

§ 285.101 Authorized officer.
For the purposes of this subpart, an

authorized officer is a person appointed
by a contracting party (the United
States and the countries listed in
§ 285.102(a)) as an authorized inspector
for the Commission, who possesses an
identification card so stating.

§ 285.102 Vessels subject to inspection.
(a) All United States tuna vessels or

vessels carrying tuna and their catch,
gear, and records are subject to inspec-
tion under this subpart by an author-
ized officer when landing or trans-
shipping tuna or when making a port
call at a port of the following coun-
tries, which are defined as the con-
tracting parties. The names of any sub-
sequent additional contracting parties
may be added to the list by FEDERAL
REGISTER notice. United States tuna
vessels or vessels carrying tuna are
also subject to the requirements of sub-
parts A through C as appropriate.

(1) Brazil
(2) Cuba
(3) France
(4) Gabon
(5) Ivory Coast
(6) Portugal
(7) Senegal
(8) South Africa
(9) Spain
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(b) All tuna vessels or vessels carry-
ing tuna, and registered by any of the
above countries, and their catch, gear
and records are subject to inspection
under this subpart when landing or
transshipping tuna or when making a
port call in the United States.

(c) A vessel entering a port of the
above countries because of force
majeure shall be exempt from inspec-
tion by an authorized officer.

§ 285.103 Reports.
(a) Inspections must be reported on a

standardized Commission form and
signed by the authorized officer. The
master is entitled to add or have added
to the report, any observation which
the master thinks suitable. If the mas-
ter adds information to the report, he
also must sign the report. The author-
ized officer will note in the vessel’s log
that the inspection has been made. A
copy of the report will be given to the
vessel master and a copy sent to the
authorized officer’s national authority.

(b) The master must allow the au-
thorized officer to examine any portion
of the catch and gear and provide any
relevant documents as the authorized
officer deems necessary to verify com-
pliance with these regulations.

[48 FR 53564, Nov. 28, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 24645, June 29, 1988]

Subpart F—Bluefin Tuna Statistical
Documentation

SOURCE: 60 FR 14388, Mar. 17, 1995, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 285.200 Species subject to docu-
mentation requirements.

Imports into the United States and
exports or re-exports from the United
States of all bluefin tuna or bluefin
tuna products regardless of ocean area
of catch are subject to the documenta-
tion requirements of this subpart.

(a) Documentation is required for
bluefin tuna identified by the following
item numbers from the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule:

(1) Fresh or chilled bluefin tuna, ex-
cluding fillets and other fish meat, No.
0302.39.00.20.

(2) Frozen bluefin tuna, excluding fil-
lets, No. 0303.49.00.20.

(b) In addition, bluefin tuna products
in other forms (e.g., chunks, fillets,
canned) listed under any other item
numbers from the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule are subject to the documenta-
tion requirements of this subpart, ex-
cept that fish parts other than meat
(i.e., heads, eyes, roe, guts, tails) may
be allowed entry without said statis-
tical documentation.

§ 285.201 Documentation require-
ments.

(a) Bluefin imports. (1) Imports of all
bluefin tuna products into the United
States must be accompanied at the
time of entry by an original completed
approved Bluefin Tuna Statistical Doc-
ument with the information and ex-
porter’s certification specified in
§ 285.202(a)(1) through (7). Such infor-
mation must be validated as specified
in § 285.202(a)(8) by a responsible gov-
ernment official of the country whose
flag vessel caught the tuna (regardless
of where the fish are first landed), un-
less the Assistant Administrator has
waived validation requirements for the
country pursuant to § 285.203.

(2) Bluefin tuna imported into the
United States from a country requiring
a tag on all such tuna available for sale
must be accompanied by the appro-
priate tag issued by that country, and
said tag must remain on any tuna until
it reaches its final import destination.
If the final import destination is the
United States, the tag must remain on
the tuna until it is cut into portions. If
the tuna portions are subsequently
packaged for domestic commercial use
or export, the tag number and the
issuing country must be written leg-
ibly and indelibly on the outside of the
package.

(3) Dealers selling bluefin tuna that
was previously imported into the
United States for domestic commercial
use must provide on the original
Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document
that accompanied the import shipment
the correct information and importer’s
certification specified in § 285.202(a)(9).
The original of the completed Bluefin
Tuna Statistical Document must be
postmarked and mailed by said dealer
to the Regional Director within 24
hours of the time the tuna was im-
ported into the United States.
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